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Biographical details or background information

Bjarke Ingels Group — BIG - is a Copenhagen based group of 85 architects, designers,
builders and thinkers operating within the fields of architecture, urbanism, research and
development. BIG has created a reputation for completing buildings that are
programmatically and technically innovative as they are cost and resource conscious. In our
architectural production we demonstrate a high sensitivity to the particular demands of

contexts and mixed use programs. More than 100,000 m2 are currently under construction.

Mountain Dwellings — Best Housing Project
How do you combine the splendours of the suburban backyard with the social intensity of

urban density?

The Mountain Dwellings are the 2nd generation of the VM Houses - same client, same size
and same street. The program, however, is 2/3 parking and 1/3 living. What if the parking
area became the base upon which to place terraced housing - like a concrete hillside
covered by a thin layer of housing, cascading from the 11" floor to the street edge? Rather
than doing two separate buildings next to each other - a parking and a housing block - we
decided to merge the two functions into a symbiotic relationship. The parking area needs to
be connected to the street, and the homes require sunlight, fresh air and views, thus all
apartments have roof gardens facing the sun, amazing views and parking on the 10" floor.
The Mountain Dwellings appear as a suburban neighbourhood of garden homes flowing over

a 10-storey building - suburban living with urban density.



